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History of
Wesley Bolin Memorial Plaza

About a mile and a half West of downtown Phoenix, in the
shadow of the State Capitol, the Capitol Museum and the
?over'nmen’r mall, is Wesley Bolin Memorial Plaza, honoring

he late Governor Bolin who was better known as the
perennial Secretary of State. The plaza covers two
sguare blocks of the State Capitol grounds and is the site
of 24 memorials commemorating the significant events,
achievements and sacrifices of Arizonans. On the eastern
tip of the plaza rests the anchor of the USS Arizona, sunk
during the Japanese raid on Pearl Harbor in 1941, as a
memorial To the men who died aboard the battleship. The
plaza is a frequent site for political rallies, peaceful
demonstrations and memorial ceremonies.
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AERTAL VIEW OF WESLEY BOLIN MEMORIAL PLAZA
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WESLEY BOLM MEMORIAL PLAZA
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VISION

To create an inspiring public
landscape that is a suitable
setting for Arizona's Capitol
and monuments and
demonstrates the beauty of
Arizona’'s native plants, while

educating the public on the
benefits of a climate
appropriate landscape that
conserves water.
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Create a unified-cohesive design.with an appr'opr'la‘l'e pallei'_." ——

*Re-focus visual emphasis on the Capn‘ol
‘Improve or restore existing irrigation and I|gh1'mg
‘Remove dead, dying and-inappropriate plants. .

‘Create signage and" information kiosk for educa‘ruonal 'rour's.-_"' =

‘Provide amenities;=shade ~open-space- and: seating.”

“-Improve securify, ‘pedestrian safety, and:reduce: vandallsm-;

‘Provide attractive established Tandscapmg by 2012.
‘Provide. recognition. for project, parhcnpam‘s
-Identify locationssof future monument sites.
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HISTORICAL AXIS

Axis Alignment of Arizona

Memorial and Arizona Capitol

Historical

Washington Street Axis
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SCHOOL GROUPS

A path to each monument for

School groups to follow is needed.

School groups need picnic areas
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SCHOOL GROUPS
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SCHOOL GROUPS

Group seating and shaded areas need to be provided
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FARMERS MARKET

Farmers & Food Market Featuring Arizona Home Grown Produce,
Specialty Foods, Herbs, Breads, Tamales, Salsa, Jams & Jellies Chef
Demonstrations and live Entertainment. Every Thursday, 9 A.M. to
1:30 P.M. October 28, 2004 to May 12, 2005 at the West Side of

Wesley Bolin Plaza.
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WESLEY BOLIN MEMORIAL PARK
SITE PLAN ADDITIONS

Approved, Not Yet Constructed
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Wesley Bolin Memorial Marker
Father Kino Statue

Bushmasters Memorial
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The Ten Commandments Memorial
Civilian Conservation Corps Memorial
Fourth Marine Division

Law Enforcement Memoria
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Confederate Troops Memarial
Jewish War Veterans Memorial
2).Martin Luther King Memaorial
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4) Desert Storm Memorial

5) American Merchant Seaman Memorial
6).Father Braun Memorial

7). Arizona Peace Officers Memorial
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CURRENT WESLEY BOLIN PLAZA

MEMORIALS

WESLEY BOLIN MEMORIAL PLAZA MEMORIAL DESCRIPTIONS

1. Wesley Bolin Memorial Marker

The Flaza is named for Wesley Bolin who served as Secretary of State in
Arizona for 28 years. He also served as Govemnor for four months
beginning on October 20, 1977 after Governor Raul Castros appointment
as US Ambassador to Argentina. Bolin passed away in March of 1978,

2. Father Kino Statute

Thea statue of Father Eusebio Francisco Kino was presentad in 1967 by
the people of Sonora, Mexics. Kine, a Jesuit missionary, entered the
southemn part of what is now Arizona in 1691, Dubbed the "Padre on
Horseback”, he was also an explorer, catteman, cartographer, and
defender of the frontier who was well respectad during his 24 years in
the region. Mission San Xavier del Bac outside Tucson was established by
Eino in Apnl of 1700 and stll serves local residents. Father Kine died in
1711. The statue includes a time capsule to be opened August 22, 2235,

3. Bushmaster Memoral

This memorial is dedicated to the 158th Regimental Combat Team of the
Arizona Natonal Guard. Their Eneage goes back to 1865 at Maricopa
Wells when all members were Pima Indians. The group was designated o
serve as honor guard for Woodrow Wikson during 1217 peace talks in
France. The largely Hispanic and Native American unit saw heavy combat
in the Pacific theater of World \War IT. General Douglas MacArthur
referred to the 158th as "the greabest fighting combat team ever
deployed for battle.” The unit was retired on December 3, 1967, Iks
insignia, the Bushmaster, is a snake entwined around a machete.

4. Arnzona Pioneer Womens Monument

This monument was dedicabed in 1968 by the Daughters of Utah.
Mormon women were among the first bo come to Arizona to setthe. Daily
life included caring for family and home as well 35 building, ranching,
farming, and even defense of property . Western Mormon people mainly
from Utah were instructed by their Church to establish setements in the
Arizona Territory Brom the Arizona Strip to Benson. This pattern of
settlernents was believed by some to be preparation for migration to
Mexico.

5. Ten Commandments Monument

The Ten Commandments monument was presented in 1963 by the Past
Prasidents Club of the Fraternal Order of Eagles #2407, The Eagles
believe in living by the words of the Ten Commandments. Past Presidents
Clubs throughout the United States purchased these monuments for their
states at a cost of $500 each to "bring back the Ten Commandments to
the Pecple.”

6. Civilian Conservation Corps Monument

This monument was dedicated October 20, 1990 to salube the Arizonans
wiho served with three million Corps members nationwide, The Corps
was founded in the 1930s to provide work dunng the Depression. Anzona
projeces included insmllation of the Stares first telephone lines as well as
the roads and picnic ramadas at South Mountain Park. Grand Canyon
trails and rock walls along the rim were also built by the Corps. Members
were paid $30.00 per month, $25.00 of which was sent home to families.
Room and board was provided.

7. Fourth Marine Division - World War II

This monument is dedicated to The Fourth, activated August 16, 1943.
Traimed at Camp Pendleton, California, the division sailed from San Diego
for battie engagements in The Marshall Islands, Marianas Islands and at
Iwo Jima until its return w the United States in 1945 where it was
formally deactivated.

8. Law Enforcement Memorial
This monument was dedicated in 1965 by the State Lodge of the F.O.P. It
honors Arizona palice officers who gave their lives in the line of duty.

9. Veterans of World War I

This monument is dedicated to Anzonans whao fought in WWI. The United States
entered WWI in April 1917 on the side of the Western Allies. Native Phoenician
Frank Luke, Jr., for whom Luke Air Force Base is named , was a casualty of this
war.

10. Confederate Troops Memorial

The Monument was presenbed by the United Daughters of the Confedaracy in
1961 to honor Arizona’s Confederate soldiers. In 1661 -62 the Confederate Army
pushed westward into a largely defenseless Arizona. Federal broops were back
East defending the Union. Without miiary presence, attacks and raids bebween
Apaches and settlers had increased. As a result, the troops were welcomed,
creating sympathy for the South, Confederates briefly claimed a strip of land
stretching from Texas ko the California border as the Arizona Territory of the
Confederacy. One of bwo Civil War battles in Arizona was at Picacho Peak,
between Texans and a Union column from California. It was considered a
Northem victory. Some historians believe that Southern sympathy in Tucson
created a lack of acceptance for the Territorial Capitol in 1853,

11. Jewish War ¥Yeterans Memorial

The Jewsh War Veterans memonial was dedicated in May of 1950 by Valley of the
Sun Post No. 124, The women of the Post honored the men who fought and gave
their lives in World ¥War II. Names and dates of the dead appear on the
manument

12. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Memworial

This monument and bree were dedicated Jan. 9, 1984 by the Sun Valley Caucus, a
group of business people interested in poliical action by and for minoribdes. Doctor
Martin Luther King, Jr., bomn in 1929 was killed by an assassins bullet in 1988,

13. Armenian Holocaust Memorial

The Armenian community in Arizona unveiled this memarial to the genocide of
Armenians in Turkey. It is a simple monument of tufa stone, a rock native to both
Arizona and Armenia. Engraved on the back are the names of survivars who
eventually found their way to Arizona.

14. Desert Storm Memorial

A coborful relief sculpture depicting images of the conflict to drive Iragi invaders
from Kuwait. It is dedicated to the 29 Arizona military units called to duty for the
war in 1990 and 1991,

15. American Merchant Seaman Memorial

Dwring Bmes of national crisis the Merchant Marines have rallied to battle enemy
mines, submarines, and planes while building a “bridge of steel” for supplies
across the seas o our broops and their allies.

16. Father Braun Memorial

Father Braun was a decorated Franciscan chaplain, who served in France during
Waorkd War I and m the Phidippmes, incleding 40 months as a POW, durmg Workd
‘War II. Batvseen and afeer the wars he ministered m the Mescalero Apaches in
New Mexico, In 1949 he was transferred to Phoenix as the first chaplain at St
Josephs Hospital. He was a revered teacher at St. Marys High School and the
founder of Sacred Heart parish_ In 1965 Father Braun was awarded the State of
Arizona Medal of Honor. His memorial was dedicated in 2001,

17. Arizona Peace Officers Memorial

This memorial was dedicated May 20, 19€8. The statue by sculptor Wes Chapman
is a 1x1 foot Peaca Officar paying homage to all Arizona law enforcement officens
killed in the lne of duty. The moded for the sculpture was Gordon Selby, veteran
of the Phoenix Police Deparoment and the Deparoment of Public Safery. It was
erected under the authority of House Bl 2486, introd uced by former
Represantative Jim Skelly in 1986. The base displays names of officers killed in
the line of duty since 1863, the year Arizona became a territory. Police lodges
throughout the state are responsible for upkeep and adding names in a ceremony
each year.

18. Korean War Memorial

The memaorial was dedicated Nowvember 12, 1990 to honor Arizona
Korean War veterans. The front is en- graved with the Great Seal of
the State of Arizona, The back has a memornial mscription. The
bronze bell was cast in Korea and weighs approximately two tons.
It is considerad “temple” quality, suitable for ringing on solemn
occasions, The bell is rung by striking it with a log suspended from
chains. The trees in the planters are Acacia, indigenous to bath
Korea and Arizona.

19. USS Arizona Mast

The signal mast from the USS Arizona was dedicated December 7,
1200, Called the "pig tail™ mast, it was the highest point on the
ship. The USS Arizona went doven during the attack on Peard Harbor
on December 7, 1941 . The superstructure above the waterline was
remowved shortly after the attack. Admiral Emest 1. King, Chief of
Naval Operations had the mast sent to Commander Keyes in his
hometown of Lonan, Chio. [t was modified and used as a baining
device at the Maval Armory unol 1980, The Armory was razed and
the mast destined for salvage when it was saved by Nick Dononfrio,
a naval engineer. In 1990 Mr. Dononfrio decided to sell the mast
and a Glendale, Arizona businessman, Robert Manzetti saw the ad.
Mr. Manzett began a fund raising campaign to bring the mast to
Arizona, refurbish it and place it in Wesley Bolin Plaza.

20. USS Arizona Anchor

The anchor memorial was dedicated December 7, 1976 by the US
Havy. the Arizona Republic Newspaper, Arizona school children, and
others, Weighing almest 10 tons, this ancher is one of two used on
the LSS Arizona? The first is installed on the tour boat landing at
the USS Arizona Memorial in Pear Harbor. The sacond remained in
Navy storage until its discovery by Captain G.G. Dunn in 1971, The
following year it was brought to Arizona. The plaque gives the
names of the sailors and Marines who died when the ship went
doven. An adjacent me capsule will be opened December 7, 2075,

21. Vietmam Veterans

The memorizl was dedicated November 9, 1985, It consists of ten
columns of black granite. The names of Arizonans killed or missing
in acton in Viemam are engraved on the columns. The flagpole
base is identical to that of the Natonal Viemam Veterans Memorial
in Washington DC. Jasper D'Ambrosi, nationally acclaimed bronze
artist of Tempe, Arizona created "The Fallen Warrior™ sculpture. It
portrays young soldiers as wars victims as much as its heroes.

22. ErnestW. McFarland

This memorial honors the only person to have served in the highest
office of the three branches of Arizona government. McFarland
served as a US r from Anzona, Anzona Governor and Chief
Justice of the Arizona Supreme Court. He passed away in Phoenix
in 1954,

23. Purple Heart Memaorial

The memorial remembers our Combat Veterans who were wounded
in the defense of our country. Ower 40,000 Arizonans have been
wrounded in combat since the start of World War 1. The Milikary
Crder of the Purple Heart raised funds for this memorial which was
dedicated June 1999

24, Arizona Workers Memorial "EL PASAJE™

The monument, entitled "The Passage,” honors Arzona's men and
women who have suffered permanent injury or death on the job,
This sculpture of a man, woman and child is the work of Clarke
Riedy and was made possible by the Ensuring Opportunity
Caalitian.
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MEMORIALS

Korean War Memorial

U.S.S. Arizona Anchor
and Mast
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MEMORIALS

Ten Commandments
Memorial

Father Braun

Father Kino
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MEMORIALS

Bush Masters Memorial

Arizona Crime Victims

ARIZONA DEPARTMNT OF
ADMINISTRATION

18



MEMORIALS

Civilian Conservation Corps
Memorial
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MEMORIALS

Confederate Troops Memorial

Pioneer Women Memorial
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MEMORIALS

Martin Luther King Memorial

Ernest W. McFarland
Memorial

ARIZONA DEPARTMENT OF 21
ADMINISTRATION



MEMORIALS

Vietnam Veterans Memorial

Purple Heart Memorial
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MEMORIALS

T E Arizona Peace Officers Memorial
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MEMORIALS

American Merchant
Seaman Memorial
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MEMORIALS

Armenian Holocaust Memorial
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MEMORIALS

Desert Storm Memorial

Fourth Marine Division -
World War II
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APPENDIX I
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